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St. Luke 16. 8. the latter part of the verſe. 
For the children of this World are, in their gene- 
ration, wiſer than the children of light. 


1 T the beglpningof this Chapter, from the firſt val 
A to the ninth, we have the Parable of the ugjuit 
"Stew riefly repreſented to ut, in the following 
manner. A certain rich Man, finding his Steward guilty 
* of waſting his goods commands him to bring in his Ac- 
* counts, that ſo he might —_ And pr and diſmiſs 1 
5 his Se vice. Wh 3; e Steward, preſently ing 
© foretalt within hens at Was Mel) to bebe 5. fn 
and by ight be beſt able to provide, for his 
future ſubſiſtence and well being. Labour, it ſeems, was 
© not for his'purpofe, dig he could aot: and to get a Lively- 
hood by beggin, . was bencath him, to beg he was aſflamedi 
© When there lose; after much thinking, he could fix upon no 
* other way, he at laſt reſolves upon this, to try to make him- 


£ {elf Friends of his Lord's Debtours, that fo, when he ſhould 
© be turn d out of, his Service, they, might receive him into 
1 dei houſes. And sccvfHügiy. he immediately calls Kei 
* unto him, and makes up bis Lord's Accounts with them: 

© but, in fo eaſy and favourable a manner as, he knew, would 
very much incline and oblige them, to be kind and helpful 
to tim aſterwardꝭ. For, * of exacting the bbc 5 
© their Debts, he abates one a fifth part, another a full half, 

* and the hke proportion, 1n all pro bility, to all the reſt. 

„Wbieb When his Lord Gifcover'd + alcho' he could not but 


: by him, yet, at the ſame time, he could not forbear com- 


* mending him, for aking er good care, .and making ſuch 
vile proviſion, for him 


Wiſely, $0015; like:one:that bad hit thoughts or wits about 
bir, Ftem 


2. 


t. And the Lord commended tbe 
upis/f Srenuard, nat fut his in juſtite, but beeduſe be bad done! 


(| 
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54 ; 
* Fr this whole Blk: . d ke Wen ee 
takes 5 to makes chis Inference i A Text, That the 
children 6 * ld, thofc, whb"chit 70 theinfelves up 
to this 110 178 the 125 vel! it, are wiſer in, or for; rde 
generation, FE; TW Nach more prig 75 in their way, 
| ) dt in relation to thei Patel Conterns, thay the children 
liz kt, chan choſe who, by the light of the GSipel,” habe bary 
tauphe much better thin, , have been inftrufted 10 A ſenſe o 
Rel: ion, and an eternal futiire State of Happineſß or Miſery, 
and profeſs that they belieye'the truth of, obligations to, and 
hecflity of providing for, them, do, in relation to they's affairs, 
and the it ang momentous buli 8 of or Profe on. 
Acco 08 „I (hall conſider theſe w e g at preſent, * 
as they'd depi 291 uport the Parable, and, id fo doing, hos 
"Fit * alt enquire whar ertrage in s of pru- 
dedce Gur Saviour” might probably 22 „in che el 
Steward conduct of bine, whi 5 Ale rarely t to 1 
among the children ligbt, in che management df frh 
I fairs, agd ate therefore a ſufficieat e or, 12 joe 
tion 'ﬆ t is s bis obſervation. 
| Sceind „I hall © examine ſtom' what Cauſes it can} 0 
F come to Patz, „that the children of 1 this world ſhould more 
. 1 in relation tothe things of this World, han the 
y child ren of li br do, in relation to cott o the other. 
1 ' Thirdh, mall ſhew that, altho the ci of f 1b "pet 
1 are wi er, in their generation, than the children of light, 1 yet. 
| } they are für from being abſolutely and'truly wiſe. | 4.1 
f "Laff Tihall conclude all, with a few words of exkortarion, 
? both. to " he children of t chit World, and the cbildlen of light. 8 
. F , am to enquire what extraordinar ary 951 $ Of pru- 
t | dence bir Saviour might probably obſerve, 1 an t © unjuſt. 
y | Stewards conduct of himſelf, which are rarely to h c found, 
i= | among the « Aren of light, in the management of their Af- 
jo Fairs, and ate therefore a ſoffcient ground for, and juſtifſca- 
be -f tion of, this his obſer vation. And here I think, wi zur the, 
ne; | leaſt raining of the Parable, we may fairly inſiſt upon theſe 
ut | two general Inſtances, under which we ſhall find a great many = 
mm | particular ones comprebended: | 
| A 1 Fob, 


Whole Life, all the 
bis Lord's ſervice and favout: but be immediately began to 


— 


fer mam years, and all thoſe fair promiſes, which I had made 


thay laſh, 


: „ 
' * 
- 


2 


* i . 
Ell E, His provident.concern, thoughefulnoſs and care; for 
uture. Aae | 

Secondly, His making a true and wiſe uſe of Money. 
Firft, Nr concern, thoughtfulneſs and care, for 

the future. No ſooner did he hnd himſelf diſappoinred of thoſe 

hopes, Which probably he had entertain d, of ſpending his 

fururiry which he had any notion of, in 


ook for wat | 5 tw lay new projects and deſigns, tor his 
comfortable. ſubhſtence in the remaining patt of his days, 
Which now, contrary to his expectations, were to be afreſh 
provided for. A/ Lord, ſaith he, taketh away from me the 


| Bewardſhip: as if be had ſaid; the hopes, whith I once had, 
of taking up my reſt in my Lord's houſe, and ſpending the 


remainder of my days there, with caſe and comfort, are now 
quite Faniſh'd; I am commanded to be gone t thruſt naked 
our of thoſe doom, where I once thought I had laid up geods 


4 


my (elf, of ſuture Happineſs, ate come to nothing. What then 


* 


ſuaſ I ? I know not bow long 1 may live! but I would 


willingly live comfortably all my days. Were my life now to 
have a P cares migbt have one too: but, ſince that 
| . pl ys | have my Happineſs Jaſt with it; for 
who can bear the 2 * of living, when Life it felt ſhall 
hes burthen and a-torment ? Yet this at preſent, is my caſe : 
may bave a long ſlock of Life behind, but can foreſee ro- 
ching, but ſhame and, miſery, to attend it. My days it may 
be will be,mariny, alas ! too many, ſince they are all ſo likely 
ro Wen, 2.06 cuts me to my heart: this wounds my Soul, 
and makes me dread the very thoughts of living. e 
then I miſt do, ſome foundation of furuce Happineſs I mu 
lay: that ſo, having a reaſonable proſpect of Happineſs, as 
long as I bave any proſpect of being, I may live now without 
fear, and, from the ſeeds of Eaſe and Comfort ſown at pre- 
ſent, reap a plentiful and cheerful Crop bereafter. Nay, and. 
finite I ſeem to have different degrees of Happineſs in my 
power, hy ſhould I not aim at the higheſt 2 Why ſhould 1 
be confenced to think only of getting a bare LY od 
; 9 0 
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labour or begging, when I have an oppo) tun in my hands | 


of providing amply and comfortably. for my ſel 
an intereſt, in all my Lord's Debrors? 
Such were his thoughts, and ſuch his reſolutions : got only 
happineſs, but the oy Fo happineſs, which he could 
think himſelf capable of obtaining, he made his ſupreme end. 


by ſecuring. 


And, becauſe he knew that rope, be happy would not, 


of it (elf, be ſufficient to make him fo, he therefore ſtops not 
here: but immediately proceeds to that, which would, viz. 


the ſearching out, and putting in execution, ſuch means, as 


were moſt fit and proper for the attainment of his end. And 
here he acts with judgment, and with courage. His judgment 
diſtinguiſheth for him, betwixt ſuch means as were likely ta 
attain his end, and fuch as were not, and makes him reject the 
one, and embrace the other, It was not at all likely, that he, 
who had fo long liv'd an eaſy life, and in the moſt creditable- 
place among his Lord's Servants, ſhould make any great mat- 
ter either of labouring or begging : and there fare he preſenily 
ives over all thoughts of theſe. Bur ncthing could be more 
Ficly, than that he, who er- well knew his Lord's Deb- 
tors, and probably enough had often try d before, how far they 
might be tamper'd with, in the way which he now thought an, 
ſhould bring his ends about by them; and, therefore here he 
fixeth his thoughts and reſolutions, His courage keeps up his 
Spirirs, under the difficulties and diſappointments, which he 


at firſt met with, in his ſearch after proper means, for the at- 


tainments of his end. And what, tho labour and begging, 
which came firſt into his mind, would not anſwer his purpoſe > 
yet ſtill he plucks up a good heart, and believes there is ſome- 
thing elſe that will. And, upon this belief, he goes on un- 
dauntedly and unweariedly, to find out what this ſomethin 
elſe ſhould be. A third time therefore he ſets himſelf to think- 
ing, reſolving never to he baffled and give over, nay hardly 
ſo much as allowing himſelf any reſpite, till he had faund, out 
that, which he ſearch'd for; till he had ſecur'd to himſelf a. 
comfortable proſpect of beiag made eaſy and happy, after ba 
ſhould be diſmiſꝭ d his Lord's Service, 
Ang now, having in bis _ mark d out the way, ta, 
3 dia 


ui (.6.). ag 
- bjs defired end, he 5. not long, before he put his Theory 
: 


— „ , = — 
, 


into practice: but inſtantly t 5 the happineſs Which 
2s now in view: and, by a vigorous and ſeaſona ble pro- 

ſecution of thoſe means, which he had found would lead him to 

it, ſoon brings himſelf within the bleſſed influences of it: ſoon. 
changes his b | 

neſs, and his dread of life into a love and defire of it. 

And hat, I beſeech you, could poſſibly have been more 
agreeable to all the rules of true vitdow, in his way, that is 
upon his Notions and Suppoſitions, than ſuch a behaviour as 
this, waz? For, ſince all Men naturally deſire future, as well 


* 


as preſent, happineſs, and are apt to be uneaſy and unſatisfy 

in ther minds, till they have obtain d, at leaſt, a rational hope 
of ſuch and happineſs, as ſhall run commenſurate with their 
_ beings; and, fince the attainment of ſuch, an hope is the moſt 
Joſt a0 noble, and ought to be the principal, aim of all our 
Thoughts and Reſolutions, and is very much within the power 
of them; ho can ſufficiently commend our unjuſt Steward, 
for direchng all his thoughts and enquiries, this way ? For 
making and bappinefs as extenſive as bis being, as he thought, 
rhe ſupreme object of all his Projects and Contrivanges': the 


center, which they all tended to, and met in. 


Tis ttue indeed, he unhappily miſtook, as to his notion of 
the extent of his being: but he acted as wiſely, as a Man 
could do, upon this miſtakan notion, and therefore, tho not 
abſolutely wiſe, yet was wiſe in ha generation, which is all 
that we, at preſent, contend for. Suppoſing, as he did, that 
the whole happineſs of our being conſiſts of, and terminates 
in, the good things of this World, he could not poſſibly take 
up a wifer Reſolution, than he did, that he would find out 
ſome way or other, of becoming maſter of a competent ſhare 
of them. | | K 

And, ſince the greater the happineſs, ſo much the better 
and more deſireable: was it not a truly laudable greatneſs ot 


mind in him, that would not let him fir down contented with 


u modcrate degree of happineſs, when he had reaſon to think, 
| that there was a greater and more noble degree of it, within 
reach bur pur him upon aſpiring earalilyaltr the great 


lack feats of miſety into bright hopes of happi- . 


—— 
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et? And, when he had thus made the greateſt happineſt, 
which he could hope for, his ſupreme end: miſt not every 
body applaud him, for his immediate Application of himſelf, 
to find out the proper and ready way to it? Muſt not every 
body ſpeak well of his undaunted Refolution, and unweary d 
Diligence, ia his ſearch after this way? For what can become 


a Man more, than to looſe no time, when he is in perſuit of 


happineſs? When will we count it wiſdom to exert all our 
judgment, induſtry and courage, if not then, when we are 
about ſecuring to our ſelves a plain and certain Path to Hap- 
pinefs, for ever? DER e eee 

And then, what greater inftance of his wiſdom could we 
have, than his haſtning, with all poſſible ſpeed, to put thoſe 
means, which he found moſt likely to obtain his delir'd end, 
in Execution? Had we wholely obmitted this: the other twa 
inſtances of his wiſdom would have come to nothing. For 
what ſignifieth our reſolving to be happy, and our finding 
out the means of becoming fo: unleſs we lo apply thoſe means, 
as actually to become ſo? And had he omitted this, only for” 
a time: he might perhaps, in that time, have loſt his oppor- 
tunity, and ever after calPd himſelf fool, for not uſing it, 
while he had it, in his bands, But his reſolving to be happy, 
even as happy, as he could be, according to his notions; his 
immediate and induſtrious application of himſelf, to find out 
the true means of becoming ſo, and his preſent and effectual 
Application of thoſe means, ſo as to become ſo, are abundant 


proofs and evidences of his wiſdom, 


But alas! how little of this wiſdom is there to be found a- 
mong the Children of Light, in the management of their Aſ- 
fairs? How few of them arethere, that ever concern theme 
ſelves, as they ought to do, about the future: when never- 
theleſs, they pretend to believe, that they have a long ſutu- 
rity behind, even as long as eternity it ſelf? How ſew, wha 


5 ever ſeriouſly ask themſelves that Queſtion, What ſhall I do, 


when my Lord taketh away from me the Stewardſhip 2 when, 
yet they know infallibly, that it cannot be very long before 
it muſt, of courſe, de taken from them? How little do they 
hve, 2s if they were to live for ever? How little care do they 

a4 die 


+ 
%. 


n 8 
fake, to lay in ſuch a flock . as will bold qu: with 


beit beings, to all eternity: when yet they profeſs th:y be- 


lieve, that it muſt be done now, or never, and that they can- 


not live, with any tolerable eaſe, comfort and ſatisfaQion, 


till they ſee it done. Vain and fooliſh Creatures! to complain | 


of their own folly, and not to mend it : to ſeg eternal happi- 
neſs, within their reach, and yet ſcarce to put on ſo. much as 
one ſerious and ſteady reſolution, of uſing their utmoſt endea- 
yours to obtain api poſſeſs it. a4 Bf e 

Or, if they do appen toaim and reſolve well in the main, 
yet what little care do they take about ſetting their aims ſo 
high as they ought to do ; or even putting their reſolutions, 
ſuch as they are, into pradice ? Eternal happineſs they can'c 
but own to be the beſt and nobleſt end of Man. But then they 


; Oy perfectly indifferent, what de gree of his happineſs ſhall 


theirs : let them but get into Heaven at all, and it is much 
at one to them, whither the Glory of the Stars, the Glory of 
the Moon, or the Glory of the Sun, is to be their Glory. Nay, 
and if they do by laſt act fo wiſely, as to pronounce the very 
higheſt degree « Happineſs and Glory, which they are ca- 
pable of, to be their ſupreme end; yet how dilatory trequent- 
ly are they, in ſearching out, how awkard in judging of, how 
foon diſcourag'd and beaten off from their queſt after, the 
true means of obtaining it? Any time, God knows, rather 
than the preſent, is generally allotted for this : and any means, 
rather than thoſe, which are moſt plainly fit and proper, ge- 
nerally pitch'd upon. The future time, which is wholly out 


of our power, is hut too commonly deſtin'd for this important 


work: and every other way to this end ſhall he rather try'd, 
than Holhneſi in all manner of Converſation, which is both 
in its own nature ſo proper to lead us to it, and without which, 
God himſelf has aſſur'd us, it will be impoſſible for us ever to 
arrive at it. And then, how apt are moſt Chriſtians to give 
over their ſearch, even after this way to the greateſt of hap- 
pineſſes, if they chance to meet with ever ſo little difficulty 
or oppoſition in it ? If they do not immediately find out a very 
ready and and eaſy paſſage into Heaven: it is great odds but 
they grow either :ndifferent or impaticnt,curher think it ck 
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worth their while to take any tarther care about it; or deſpair | 


that their care will be to any purpoſe? If they cannot pro- 

iſe themſelves, that they ſhall be able, by one or two. af-, 
fules, to take the Kingdom of Heaven: they often want cou- 
rage to believe that a third however might prove effectual: 
and rather pitifully ſubmit, to forego even their hopes of Hea - 
ven it ſelf, than to reſolve upon theſe ſevere and violent me- 


thods of atraining it. Fooliſh dilatorineſs indeed! to put off 


the ſtudy of the way to Heaven, ſo much as one moment. 
Baſe and fottiſh cowardiſe! ro let our Spirits fail us, even in 
ſight of it. ; 

But more fooliſh yet is that dilatorinefs, which is but too 


too common among the Children of Light, and makęs them 


omit the uſe of thoſe very means, which they acknowledge to 
be proper, and thereforereſolve to perſue, ſo long, till they 
have, either in part, or perhaps whally, loſt the 1 
of uſing them. More ſottiſp ſtill is that Cowardiſe, which, 
ſuffers them to grow werry, faint aud deſiſt, when they have 


their means, as well as their end, plain before them. To what 


purpoſe do they look Toto the book of life, to learn from, 
thence what they muſt do to inherit eternal Life, and there find 


it plainly, written, if thou wilt enter into Life, keep the Com- 


mandments; Mar. 19. 17, and yet, after all, eiter not apply 
themſelves to the keeping of them: till it is become exceeding 


difficult, if not impoſſible, to keep, them: or, at leaſt, apply 
themſelves fo faintly, as not io be able to keep them unto the 


end? Oh! how much wiſer would it be, with the ujuſt Steward, 


not only to refolve to be happy, but immediately and unwea- 
riedly ro ſearch out the right way of becoming ſo, and imme- 
diarely and unweariedly to proſecute that way, ſo às to be- 
come ſo? For we can nevet be put too ſoon into poſſeilion of 
a well grounded hope of etcraal happiness, never do enough 
for it, But I have been too long upon this hrit head, and 
therefore muſt only juſt mention, 

Secondly, The other inſtance o the unjuſt Steward's wiſdom, 
which was, h making à true and Wiſe uſe of Money. And 
that, in ſhort, was, by diſpoſing of it ſo, that it might ever 
after (ever, I mean, according to his notion of it) be of ad- 
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vanbage to him. For this it is plain he had an entire regard 
to, in remitting td his Lord's Debtors ſo great a part, of their 
reſpective debts, as we are told in the Parable he did. 7 am 


' reſold what to 4 ſaid he, that 'when 1 am put out of the 


Stewardſhip, they ay receive me into their houſes. As if he 
had faid, I have how in my power a ſum of Money, which 
Iwill fo diſpoſe of, as to make it a ſecurity, for my future ſub- 
ſiſtence and well-being, as long as I ſhall live. And accord- 
ingly he immediately layeth it out ſo, as he knew would beſt, 


. 
of - 


ſerve this end. | 
And how can a Man poſſibly better put his Money out to 
uſe, than by buying everlaſting friends with it? This is to 
make riches indeed a ſubſtantial good; ſo to fix them, as that, 
with all their wings, they ſhall not be able to fly away; and 
to make the very utmoſt advantage, and that certainly is the 
wifeſt uſe, that can poſſibly be made, of them. And therefore 
this inſtance of wiſdom our Lord explicitly inſiſts upon, and 
moſt pathetically recommends to his Diſciples v. 9. And I ſay 
unto you, Make to your ſelves fFiends of the Mammon of un- 
righteouſneſs ; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into 


mk, tex habitations. 0 | 

And yer alas! how few of the Children of Light are there, 
that act with due regard to this Rule? How few, that are like 
ro late the better, for their wiſe diſpoſal of their money: when 
their ſtewardſhip ſhall be talen om them? How few, that 
diſtribute ſo, as to lay up for themſelves a good foundation, a- 


gainſt the time to come, that they may attain eternal life. 


In vain then do the Children of Light pretend to manage 
their Affairs, with as much wiſdom, as the Children of this 
World do theirs. - Too plainly do the foregoing inſtances e- 


vince the contrary, and abundance more might be ſtill ſaid 


to make it plainer : did T not confine my ſelf to the Parable, 
and were it not high time to haſten, | 
Secondly, To examine from what cauſes it can poſſibly come 
to paſs, that the Children of this world ſhould act with more 
udence, in relation to the things of this World, ban the 
Children of light do, in relation to thoſe of the other. And 
berg be pleay'd to conſider 3 
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Firf, The adfaptages which, in lame reſpobtt. che thing 


} [of this World have of thoſe of the other: I do not mean ab- 
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ſolute advantages, ſuch 38, all circumſtances conſider d, will 
be judg'd big. wife Man ſo ta be ; for alas» thete are none 
ſuch, ; but ſuch, as, Men, who conſider things: but partially, 
are apt to eſteem advantages, and to be led away by, as ſuch. 
Of this Nene are the actual preſence and viſibility of the 
things of this World, while thoſe of the other are abſent and 
wv:{1ble. Which, tho' if impartially conſider d, ought nat to 
make us give preference to the things of this World ( hpcauſe 
of the inhnitely larger extent, and eternally longer duration, 
of thoſe of the other, Which do abundantly.niake amends ſor, 
and indeed vaſtly overbalance, the diſadyantages of their ab- 
ſence and invilibility ) yet, We find by experience, tuo often 
qo. Our ſenſes, are generally 400 hard tor our reaſon and aut 
faith: and ſuch fools are e, that, for a-{malb (um-gaid:down 
in preſent, we care not what we part with in reverſion We 
pretend moſt of us to believe, the certainty! of a future State; 
but I fear many of us, with great wavering and doubtfulnels. 
But the things, which we. ſqe and feel, we are ſure off: and 
the impreſſions af theſe are ſtrong and lively upon our minds, 
while thoſe of be other age faint and languid. Beſides eden 
thoſe, who do heartily believe a fyture State, yet for this very 
reaſon, becauſe it is future and inviſible, are apt to ſorget it, 
and put off the thoughts of it, from time to time: whereas! 
preſent. and ſenſible things axe ſure to be remembred, and, 
calling conſtantly upon us for preſent care, ate too apt to en- 
groſs all, and cheat the, future. So that, Where Men do not 
carefully attend to, and often even ſorce themſelves upon a 
ſerious contemplation of, the future and inviſible things of 


another life (and how ſmall is the number of thoſe Men; that 


do this? . it cannot poſſibly be otherwiſe but that rheſe future 
and inviſible things will have too little of their care, and the 
preſent and ſenſible ones, of this World, too much. But 
Secondly, As there is ſomethiag in the nature of the things 
of this World, which ſee ms to many Men to give them a pre- 
ference tothole of the other: ſo there is ſomething within our 
ſelves, chich inclines as to thoſe rather than theſe, hoop 
| ince 


— 


„ | ( 12 ) | 
ſmcethe fall, our affeftions are become earthy : and we in- n 
herit a rurſe, not unlike that of the Serpent's, of creeping on 0 
the ground, and __ the duſt We eaſily, too eaſily, rake | 5, 
delight in being buſy'd about the affairs of this Liſe : bur, if 
our minds offer to give the word of command, and call us I . 
forth to the buſineſs of the other: then we preſently find 4 4 
law in our members, warring again#t the law of our minds, . 
and bringing us into captivity to the law of fin, which is in our p 
members. Rom, 7. 23. If we ſteer one way, we are ſure of „ 
having the full wind and tide of our natural affections along | i 
with us; if the other, we are as ſure to want both. And there- © 
fore the greateſt part of Mankind, loving their eaſe, and be-' | , 
ing afraid of difficulties, rather than they will be at the toyl | ; 
of ſtemming the tide, ſuffer themſelves to be driven by it. I 
Rather than they will be at the pains of climbing up a ſteep, | ! 
and craggy Rock, tho? it be to Heaven, they will lazily roll | | 
eafily down hill, tho it be to Hell. To ſpeak wichout a fi- 
what Men love moſt, they undoubredfully profecute | , 
( 
| 
| 


ory and for this reaſon often is it, that their conduct, i 
reſpect of Heaven, is ſo awkard and toolifh, in reſpect of 
the World, fo artful and prudent. | 
birdy, Another reaſon of this is, becauſe the Childr:w 
this world aim but at one main end, viz. the good things of 
this World: while the Children of light aim at two, and two 
ſuch, as are as different and contrary in their natures one to 
the ather, as light and darkneſs, viz. the World and Heaven 
too. When a Man has but one thing to do, and unites all 
his Faculties and Powers for the doing of it, his work cannot | 
fail of going on, eafily and ſucceſsfully : but when he is di - 
vided, in his opinions, intereſts and aſſections, between two 
abjects, and gives half of himſelf one way, and half another, 
it can hardly poſſibly be other wiſe, but chat he wilt make but 
very lame work on't. 

Eſpecially if, as in the caſe before us, he aims at ends di- 
rectly different and contrary. the one to the other; like a Man 
chat is to look before and behind him, almoſt at the ſame in- 
ſtant, be will look neither way, ta any good purpoſe, Thus 
will it be, at the bell, if we are indifferent as to our * 

; [ | 4 


in 
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o 7, 7g» | 
and equally inclin'd and diſposd to both. But, if we once 
come to lean a little more to one than the other, that will by 
degrees gain us quite over to it's fide, and nothing, but the 


name of aiming at rwo ends, will remain. We may ar firſt 


propoſe to out [elves to ſerve God and Manmon too, but this, 
Gur bleſſed Saviour himſelt tell us, we ſhall find impoſſible in 


1, practiſe : we ſhall ſoon hate the one and love the other, ſoon 
ur 


_ apparel, and Men bow down to it, and worſhip it, and call 


hold to the one and deſpiſe the other. Matt. 6. 24. And which 
of the two, God or Mammon, the World or Heaven, we find 
in experience, oſteneſt prevails, I am aſham'd ro ſay. 
© But now the Children of this world, not being diſtracted 
with different and rival ends, but having only one main end 
in view, find it an eaſy matter to keep cloſe to that, and to 
lay and execute wiſe Deſigns, for the attainment of it. 

 Lafth, The faſhion of this wicked World, in which we 
live, is another great cauſe of this. The general example 
and cuſtom, approbation and applauſe, of the World, are 
apt to have abundantly roo great an influence upon us: to 
draw us into a conformity with them in things, in which we 
ſhould by no means conform : and to keep us from diſſenting 
from them in things, in which we ought in all reaſon and duty, 
to diſſent. 80 that, while Men attend to theſe, ſo much as 


\ 


they generally do, it is no wonder at all, that their conduct, 


in regard to the things of this World, ſhould be ſo much more 


prudent and commendable, than in regard to the things of 
the other. For who knows nor, that the Wiſdom in faſhi 


is altogether that of this World ? This is array d in gorgeous 


wharſoever it diftates the voice of God, When, on the con- 
trary, the wiſdom, which, really is from above, is mock'd 
and derided, and like its bleſſed Maſter, revil'd and ſpit upon. 
While therefore Men ſtrive to be faſhionable, they muſt no- 
ceſſarily be wiſe for Eatth, and not for Heaven; while they 
value the praiſe of Men, mote than the praiſe of God, as they 
too commonly do, they will not be half ſo good Servants of 
Food, it ot al his Servants, as they will be Servants of the 

orld, SETS, 

Theſe, if not all, yet, are ſome of the principal cauſes * 

* the 


I © rt 
he ptdbent Wach gement of the Ce, of Hg Bt. in rildioh to he's 
Mines, if dompar'd wich that of che Chen of thu world, in relation to 
cheirs . But, leaſtabhe Oharen of: the world ſhould. grow conceired, up- 
on rhis compariſom;? and, becauſe our Saviour has. pronoung'd them, wiſe 
in t er geter etjow, fancy themſelves wiſe indeed ; I proceed 
© Ther Il, To ſhew, Pat altho* they are wiſer in their generation than 
tht Fhhlaven of light, yer lik they are very far from being; abfblitrely and 
truly wiſe, And this wibetidently appear from confiderins, that they 
and egrpgiouſly deficient in che very firſt and main point of wiſdom, which 
: Is, the choice of their end, The ſeteling of the mark, which they are to. 
- ſhoot at For, as be can never be ſaid to be a truly wiſe Man, who. doth 
ot chooſt a good end * ſo peither can be, who doth not prefer a better 
& wetle, and, for his ultimate and ſhpratbe'end, fix upotf the very great- 
eftrgood, which he knows huuſelf to be capable of. Aud conſequently; he 
= goth not chooſe Heaven before the World. the certain, \ſelid, cuer- 
atisfying and everlaſizng Pleaſures of that, before the wncerigin; empty, 
#n{arigfying and ſhers-liy'd Pleaſures of this: but takes up with the Wer d, 
Gbit and can 


Cj 


takes, to proſecute this is ill choſen end, che ore foglifh, ti} he really 
grows: becaulc, by this means, he engageth e wrap 772 and dee pet 
imſelf from: he per- 
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* iprure elegantly expreſſerh ir, 
we eee Pact y'; 44 vety-itigentouſty negle@t thole 


things) Prev. 23. K Which, not only truly are, are ſolid und ſubſtantial 
Ggods;; but ſhall alone gontinue to pe to all eternity: But. God forbid, ! 
eicher that any, of us ſhould become wiſe,.,or any of chem longer remain 
ſo, at this rate. Rat lier ler us, -who call our ſelves Children of. the lig he. 
walk ur children bf the light, Epheſ.'s. 8, with 1 ? and Inmortality 
always in ohr vie: 2 N 1, 10. aud let dem on the conttity, who have 
faocy'd rhemlelves wile, becauſt they habe hen ache leng hte be wißt 
in their generation, ¶ Cox. 4 become ſools, that fb they may be truſj 
viſe ;, fools for Earth that they my be, wiſe for, Heaven: fools for time, 
that they may be, wiſe for eteruity. For chit more cffectua 4. of, 
dort tÞ Which ee, 10 : eee be hrs i eee ee 
Lan, Condude all, with 4 few words of enhortatiou, both to the 
chilarem of this world, and the Childransf igt. Andi 1 

Firſt, Far the Children of this world: is it not a thouſand pities, that 
all their exaQ skill, care and indulifry, ſhould. be rhrown away and lott, 

pou the rriffing and periſuing things of this World, when, if rightly * 
| PII 


ces: very induſtrioully lay out 
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piped, they might obtain for them, and ineſtiwüble, and never fading. 
= | ſubſtance in Ileaven? Oh how would they themſelycy laugh at choſe poor 
ly wretches, whom they ſhould ſee taking as muh pains to ger Lead 

ox Braſs, as, it wilely directed, would, with the ſame eaſe, bring in Gold 2 
And how much more do they deſerve (I vill not ſay to be laugh'd ar, for 
e te neglect of Heaven is no laughing matter, but ) to be pity'd and be 
il moanded, who fooliſhly laviſh away that care and pains, upon emptineſs, 
1 and vanity,which would ſerve for the attainment of ſuch Joys, as eye never, 


e, ear never heard, and ſuch as are too big for the heart of max to 
* conceive ? Nay, I will go yet farther, who with half the care and paing, 
* that they take for earth, might obtain heaven. For, tho' the buſineſs of 


Religion is at firſt ſome v hat diffoult, yet, when once we have conquer d 
ch the beginning, the way after is all ſrmoeth : it is all a way of continu d. 
r pleaſantneſs. , Whereas the buſineſß of this World is ever loading us with 
new burdens, and the more what we call the good things of it encreaſe up- 
on us, the moge do our cravings and appetites, our cares, fears and griets. 
| generally inereale too, TIES) a off os e pL 
ty For ſhame then look up, thou worldling, and ly no longer groveling.. - 
d, on this ſordid Earth. Think, ſeriouſly with thy ſelf, what a deceitful, 
1 treacherous, baſe, empty cloud, of Happineſs, thou now graſp'ſ at, and 
; inſtantly turn thy back upon it, and, ſcornfully bid adieu to it. Again, 
think with thy ſelf, what an exceeding and eternal weight of glory thy, 
* good God has made the high prize of thy calling, and immediately gird 
up thy loins, and endeavour ſo to run, that thou may ſt obtain, And this 
thou need?it not fear doing with caſe, if thou art but willing: fince thou 
a haſt been long, exercis'd and train'd up to care and thoughtfulneſs, and 
much more hard labour, than thou wilt need here. 1 
But, miſtake me not, I do not mean, that tho ſnauldſt take no care at 
all about the things of this World, for undoubtedly, God, who has pla d 
us in it, and made us to ſtand, ſo much in need of the things of itz has 
given, us leave, in a proper way and time, to provide, uſe, and rejpyce in 
them. All that IL deſire is, that you would not make this World your ul- 
timate End, but turn your Thoughts from it, as ſuch, and fix them up- 
on that, which alone can deſcrve to be ſo, the happineſs of the Samnts in 
Heaven. 13> Ys Hee Hes ene une 
; And, bleſſed God! what a glarious exchange will this be for you ? What 
inexpreſible Comforts will you feel in your mind,when, you ſhall ſee, Hea- 
ven at the end of all your Labours ?: When your hopes of periſhing Riches, 
ſhall be turn'd into hopes of a Treaſure that can never corrupt or fade 
away: and your hopes of the trifling Honours of this World, into hopes 
> of everſhiniag Crowns and Scepters, ever * Principalities and King- 
7 doms. la one word, when, for falſe pleaſures you hall have true ones, 
f tor light one 2 for one drop of thoſe whole Rivers of theſe. 
e 


f Secondly; As to the Children of light ; what a grievous reproach and 
F diſparagement is it to them, that, when they have ſo truly noble and ex- 1 
rellent an end; as they have, ip view; they ſhould either wholely negle | 
| 2 * 5 ** 
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the process it with grelt coldne(h and if: 
diffcrency ?, They eie bur Know, that one of the firſt Rules of Wiſdom 
is, to proportion our concern and care for things, to the merits of the 
chings chemſelves, and their ultfulneſs to us. Again; they cannot but 
know that Heaven, 4s t 35 in it Telf more valuedble, fo ic is 6 us more 
advantagious and deſirable, than all the var 0 of this World put toge- 
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* ö * 
1 


— — 


ther. And why then, in God's name, Uo they crifle Here, where they 


ought to be {5 much in earneſt ? why ate they {o frugal of their care and ( 


pains for thoſe things, Which of all others infinitely beſt, 1 had almoſt ſaid 
which alone, deſerve them? 1 | 
Oh! let as not be wiſe in part any longer: but, as we have begun and 


- 


aim'd wiſcly, ſo let us go on, like wiſe Men, to iſe our utmoſt endea- | 
yours for the atrainment of that end, which we have fo wiſely aim'd at. And; 


that preſent and ſenſible things may not divert us from theſe wiſe endea- | 


vours, ler us be ſure to think often on the certainty and eternity of a fu- | 
türe State: how infallible” Foiindatisns it ſtands upon, even our own na- 


ture, reaſon, and the word of God who cannot lye, and by theſe confide< 


rations, let us mike it always preſent with us; how much mort, by rea- 


ſon of the eternal ddration and the iticunceivably vaſt extent of its Happi- 


neſz or Miſery, it ſtands us in ſtead rd provide for thar, than for the eri- | 


fling things of this periſhing Life, and let us proportion out Carts accor- 


dingly. | ! 74 
Agait, Let us conſider ſer iouſly with our ſelves, what a ihean 4nd ſcau - 


|  _. Galous thing it is to be ſaid of us, that our deprav d and irregular affe-" 


ctions ſhould get the better of our reaſon and our faith: and let us forth- 
with ſer our felves with all our might, to cultivate, improve and ſtreaght-' 
then theſe, that ſo they may, as they ought to do; correct, ſubdue, and 
 eiitifely keep under, thoſe. REAP; of 5 

Once more, let us be no longer wavering and doubteful in dur Minds; 
dividing our ſelves betwixt Earth and Heaven: but let Heaven, which de- 
ſerves, have us all: that is, principally and before every other thing. 
Here is our true Treaſure : here therefure let our hearts be. Then will 
the bulineſs of Religion go on cheetfully, the ſalvation of dur Souls ſe- 
curely. 5 | | 

2 Let us often call to mind, what a vile and wretchedly wicked 
World we live in, and how ill therefore it will becothe us to be conformed 
to it, and beſides how ſolemnly we have all promis'd che contraty. Let us 
dare to be fingular, in order to be happy. Let us dare to keep on, in 
our way towards Heaven, rho” we cannot meet with ſo much as one, to 
bear us Cothpany in it. May, tho' Men ſhould revile us, and perſecute 
ub, and fay all manner of evil againſt us, upon this account, yet till let 
us take heart and matifully go on, always temembring who it is that has 
ſaid to ſuch, Great it your reward in Heaven, Mat, 5.11. And, yet 4 


little while, and he that ſhall come will come, and his reward i: with | 


kim, feb, 10. 27. Revel, 22. | 
* | . 


